THE  SUICIDE   OF  THE  OLD  ORDER                        IQQ
State on the basis of an ideology gives place in his conception
to the man of violence, who by the force of his own will gives
the State the stamp of a dictatorship. He gives place, in fact, to
Fichte's "constraining lord installed by God, only formally a
tyrant and usurper," a "lord constraining to Germandom,"
who "constrains" the German nation and all humanity "as
recalcitrants by nature beneath the dominion of the higher
insight." Here are plain links with National Socialism, the
popular National Socialism of the first phase, with its nationalist
doctrine. Along these lines the middle-class man and the pan-
German of the old style come to approval of the methods of
tyranny, of the character of the new dictator, tyrant, and
usurper. In this conception his methods are only despotic on
the surface, but in reality salutary and necessary. Terrorism
included, they are necessary to constrain the nation to unity and
higher insight and Germandom.
That is how it was possible for the National Socialist dictator-
ship to develop, under the eyes of its capitalist partners, into a
plain and unmistakable despotism, maintained by all the means
of terrorism and violence. The first outstanding element in the
revolutionary development in Germany was the artificial and
arranged coup, which brought into being the confused and
unanticipated conditions that made it possible for the "national
rising" to turn into the National Socialist revolution. The
second element, equally important, was the growth of a
dictatorship, which was envisaged as only transitory, into the
permanent institution of a despotism on the new principle of
Leader and Following.
THE  REACTION
We must go back a little further in considering this develop-
ment, in order to see the full force of the fatal influences at
work. What had happened was the fading out of a spiritual